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Rotary Club Of Surendranagar Board 2026-27

e President Rtn. Harshad Mehta
® Secretary Rtn. Dipal Jay Mehta
* |PP Rtn. Hiren Shah

e President Elect Rtn. Paras Solanki

e Vice President Rtn. Jitesh Daftary

e Club Executive Secretary Rtn. Rakesh Shah

e Treasurer Rtn. Chirag Shah

* Club Membership Chair Rtn. Siddhesh Mehta
e Club Foundation Chair Rtn. Sagar Shah

e Club Public Image Chair Rtn. Ruta Soni

= Rotary Community Corps Advisor Rtn. Usha Sejpal

® Learning Facilitator Rtn. Dr. Siddhesh Vora
e Service Project Chair Rtn. K. N. Patel

= Young Leaders Contact Rtn. Naresh Kella

= Sergeant at Arms Rtn. Vinod Kuriya

e Club Bulletin Editor Rtn. Krishna Solanki
= Gram Kalyan Project Chair Rtn. Raksha Shah

e Club Service Director Rtn. Bhavna Mehta

= International & Youth Service Director Rtn. Ulhas Marathe

= Vocational Service Rtn. Chintan Raval

e Literacy Chair Rtn. Pinal Dekavadiya
= Water & Sanitation Chair Rtn. Jayesh Pancholi
e Auditor Rtn. Alpesh Soni

= Fellowship Chair Rtn. Dilip Shah

* Health & Help Center Chair Rtn. Uday Raval

Mentors Advisors

Rtn. Dr. Parimal Doshi Rtn. Sagar Shah
Rtn. Dr. M T Nathwani Rtn. Rashmin Mehta
Rtn. Pratyush Gosaliya Rtn. Dipak Gurjar

: e Rtn. Ashok Shah Rtn. Nitin Shah
= J\Rtn. Kamlesh Raval

Rtn. Jay Mehta

SECRETARY
DIPAL JAY MEHTA

RESIDENT DISTRICT GOVERNOR
HARSHAD MEHTA NILESH SHAH
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WOMEN IN ROTARY

Womenin Rotary: F Leadershi

The history of Rotary International is a testament to the power of persistence. For decades, the
organization was defined by its &quot;male-onlyfquot; constitution, but through the courage of
pioneering women and the advocacy of progressive clubs, it has transformed into a global beacon of
inclusivity. As we celebrate International Women's Day 2026, we honor & journey that evolved from early
rejection to the highest levels of leadership.
The Long Road to Inclusion
The push for gender equality within Rotary began long before it reached the courts. In 1950, a Rotary
club In India made history by proposing the removal of the word &quot;malefiquot; from the
organization's constitution. Similar efforts followed in 1964 by a club in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and again
in 1972 by U.S. clubs. Despite the rising tide of female professionals, these early proposals were
repeatedly met with resistance and close votes.
The Legal Breakthrough: Rotary International v. Rotary Club of Duarte The turning point came from the
U.S. legal system. In 1977, the Ratary Club of Duarte, California, defied international policy by admitting
three women, leading Rotary International to revoke the club'scharter.
This sparked a legal battle that reached the U.S. Supreme Court. On May 4, 1987, in a unanimous 7-0
decision, the Court ruled that gender-based exclusion violated California's Unruh Civil Rights Act. The
justices concluded that Rotary's public business activities did not grant it First Amendment protection to
discriminate based on gender.
The First Female Club President: Dr. Sylvia Whitlock (1987)
Following that landmark Supreme Court victory, the gates finally opened at the local level. Dr. Sylvia
Whitlock became the first woman to serve as president of a Rotary club in 1987, leading the very same
Rotary Clubof Duarte, California, that had fought the legal battle. She had eriginally joined in 1982 when
the group operated as the "Ex-Rotary Club of Duarte” after its charter was revoked. Upon the
club8#39;s reinstatement in May 1987, Sylvia was inducted as president just weeks later. Her legacy

of the or ion; she later served as District Governor, and the Sylvia Whitlock
Leadership Award is still presented annually—including to the 2026 recipient, Mayan Raslan—to honor
those advancing the status of women in Rotary.
AGlobal Transformation
The 1987 ruling served as a global &quot;wake-up call.kquot; to modernize, leading
the 1989 Council on Legislation in Singapare to vote to remove male-only restrictions worldwide. The
Impact was immediate:
1990: Over 20,000 women joined the organization globally.
2010: Female membership reached 195,000 (16%).
2020: Membership grew to 277,000 (23%).
Breaking the Glass Ceiling: Jennifer Jones
The culmination of this decades-long struggle arrived on July 1, 2022, when Jennifer E. Jones, a member
of the Rotary Club of Windsor-Roseland, Ontario, took office as the first female President of Rotary

WOMEN IN ROTARY Rotary {42 “”‘m” | .. 2

International. Her presidency marked a historic milestane, shattering a glass celling that had stood for
117 years and proving that leadership knows no gender.

Beyond the symbolic victory, Jones's tenure focused on &quot;Imagine Rotary,&quot; a call to dream big
and harness the power of diversity to create lasting change. By prioritizing the recruitment of more
women and younger members, she bridged the gap between Rotary's storied past and its modern,
Iinclusive future. Her leadership demonstrated that when women are at the helm, the organization's
empathy and ir
Diversity is not just a goal; it is a commitment that strengthens our humanitarian impact across age,
ethnicity, and gender identity.&quot; Today, women lead projects worldwide, embodying the core values
of service and integrity.

As we look forward from 2026, the story of women in Rotary remains a powerful reminder that inclusive
leadership is the key to a more resilient and compassionate world.

Rtn. Ruta Mandaliya
RC Surendranagar
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ROTARY CLUB OF SURENDRANAGAR

Rotary Club of Surendranagar and Rotary Club of Wadhwan Metro jointly undertook a meaningful and heart-touching service initiative |
for the welfare of children studying at Virendragadh Ashram School, situated in the remote coastal region of the Rann. |
Recognizing the basic needs of the students and with the aim of improving their living conditions, both Rotary Clubs came together to

donate around 150 beds to the school. This thoughtful contribution was made to ensure that the children can enjoy comfortable and |
restful sleep—an essential factor for their health, well-being, and overall development. |
The joy and bright smiles on the children's faces beautifully reflected the success and impact of this noble initiative. Through this

project, Rotary once again reaffirmed its commitment to “Service Above Self,” working tirelessly to bring comfort, dignity, and hope into |
the lives of young students who deserve a brighter future. |
This initiative may be a small step, but it carries great significance in creating a more caring, supportive, and nurturing environment for
the children of Virendragadh Ashram School. !

Rotary Club of Surendranagar, in collaboration with Inner Wheel Club of Surendranagar and Shrimad Rajchandra Sarvamangal
Hospital, successfully organized a Mammography Camp for women on 28th February 2026 and 1st March 2026.

Mammography is a specialized X-ray screening of the breast that plays a vital role in the early detection of breast cancer. Early diagnosis
greatly improves the chances of timely treatment and recovery. However, due to limited awareness and financial constraints, many
women hesitate to undergo this important screening.

. ‘ecognizing this need, the Rotary Cluc of Surendranagar arranged this camp at a highly subsidized and affordable cost with the aim of .
promoting preventive healthcare and increasing awareness about breast cancer screening among women.

The response to the camp was very encouraging, with more than 80 women registering and participating over the two days. The camp
commenced successfully on the first day and continued to provide valuable health screening services to the participants.

Through such meaningful healthcare initiatives, Rotary Club of Surendranagar continues to demonstrate its strong commitment to
community service, women's health, and social responsibility, making a positive impact on society.]
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TOP 5 CLUBS IN PUBLIC IMAGE AS PER RIZONES4567.0RG - FEB 2026

REWARDS & RECOGNITION

CAKES AND CANDLES

Rank Club Name President Name  Secretary Name AG Name
1 RAJKOT PRIME Nihar Chandarana Mehul Parmar Nilesh Bhojani
4 Feb. Rtn. Pinal Boda & Chirag Boda W. D.
2 SURAT ROUNDTOWN Kaurin Panwala Dr. Meena Shah Nehal Shah
3 BHAVNAGAR VIBRANT Namrita Chadha Sunita Shah Himanshu Jagani 5 Feb Rtn JangSh Halani B D
4 SURENDRANAGHR Hren Shah Jtesh Datry Sandeep Gandri 6 Feb. Ann. Kinari Dilip Shah B. D.
B e il e Sk 10 Feb. Spo. Kalpana Kalpesh Vanara B. D.
Aed] gy 202u-5 FguId] albaliAi GML ai Aed] sciel A YRogadR ““uleds 10 Feb. Rtn. Pallav Shah & Hetal Shah W. D.
gy 52o131a1i 7 [5281s2 3050 ai 1 &l U scci A s3is GUR B.
11 Feb. Ann. Namshvi Siddhesh Maheta B. D.
b - e T — 13 Feb. Ann. Keyur Rashmin Maheta B.D.
1 BGAR RO B Shafer? Chunim Pk Dot 2o Bingo 14 Feb. Ann. Drashta Sahem Gadani B. D.
2 SURENDRANAGAR Hiren Shah Jitesh Daftary ‘Sandeep Gandhi
3 CHIKHLI RIVERFRONT Sanjay Patel DrChirag Desai Gautam Bhavsar 16 Feb. Rtn. Chintan Raval B. D.
4 BHAVNAGAR Kaushal Sheth Mahipaisinh Rana Himanshu Jagani
S O I 18 Feb. Spo. Toral Hiren Shah B. D.
e — — —— 18 Feb. Spo. Kamini Apurva Shah B. D.
7 HALVAD Gajendra Moradia Pratik Pathak Or. Ashvin Gadhvi
BRI e NSt el e N R 21 Feb. Ann. Diya Bhavik Vora W. D.
8 SURAT TAPI Dipak Bhatt CA Parth Shah Bankim Vashi
s e Bhavesh Haryan Akshar Mehta Briesh parikh 21 Feb. Ann. Urvesh Chirag Shah W. D.
9 GANDEVI Shaileshbhai Vashi Parul Naik Dipesh Shah
T T i T 22 Feb. Rtn. Mukesh Chandulal Chaudhari W. D.
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28 Feb. Ann. Tanay Hiren Shah B. D.
28 Feb. Ann. Dhairya Apurva Shah B. D.
30 Feb. Ann. Mitul Nitin Shah B. D.
31 Jan. Ann. Krishna V. G. Satani B. D.
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CLUB CONTACTS

PRESIDENT SECRETARY BULLETIN EDITOR

Rtn. Hiren Shah Rtn. Jitesh Daftari Rtn. Krishna Solanki
90677 89182 98252 23552 94081 12173
hirenshah6699@gmail.com daftory @hotmail.com krishnaomicron@gmail.com
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